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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with otrikothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claims 3, 5, 75 and 76 without prejudice or disclaimer. Please AMEND 
claims 1,4,6, 68 and 72 to read as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) An optical recording/reproducing apparatus, comprising: 

an optical pickup including 

an optical splitting device which splits light emitted from a first light source into a 
source main light beam and at least four sourc e sub-light beams which are symmetrical with 
respect to the main light beam, and irradiates the split source main and sourco sub-light beams 
on a recording medium, and 

a light detection device which receives a reflected main light beam and reflected 
sub-light beams reflected by the recording medium, and outputs detection signals corresponding 
to the received reflected main and sub-light beams, so as to detect tracking error signals in a 
three-beam method and at least one of a push-pull method and an improved push-pull method; 
and 

a signal processor which receives the detection signals output by the light detection 
device and detects tho track i ng orror signa l s a first tracking error signal in the three-beam 
method and a second tracking error signal in t he one of the push-pull method and the improved 
push-pull method, and oth e rwise d e t e cts s el ectiv el y tho track i ng orror signa l i n tho thr ee- b e am 
method and tho one of tho push pul l method and the i mprovod push pu ll method, so as to 
roalizo an opt i ma l track i ng s e rvo contro l 

wherein the sub-light beams which are symmetrical with respect to the main light beam 
comprise first two sub-light beams and second two sub-liaht beams, the first two sub-light beams 
being closer to the main light beam than the second two sub-light beams, 

wherein the signal processor comprises: 

a first detection portion which detects the tracking error signal in the improved 
push-pull method from second detection signals of the second two sub-light b eams and main 
detection signals of the main light beam; and 

a second detection portion which detects the tracking error signal in the three- 
beam method from first detection signals of the first two sub-light beams, and 
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wherein the light detecting device includes a switch selectively outputting the first and 
second detection signals to the first and second detecting portions, respectively. 



2. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the optimal tracking 
servo-control is realized by using the tracking error signal in the three-beam method in response 
to the recording medium being a reproduction-only recording medium, and using the tracking 
error signal in one of the push-pull method and the improved push-pull method in response to 
the recording medium being a recording medium that can be recorded on at least once, 
according to a recording medium type signal detected by the optical recording/reproducing 
apparatus. 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (currently amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein the signal 
processor further comprises: 



a cwitch which i s install e d on e of botwoen th e light dotect i on d e v i ce, and tho first and 
socond detoct i on port i ons, and at output t e rmina l s of tho first and socond d e toction port i ons; and 

a controller which controls the switch by using the recording medium type signal so as to 
detect the tracking error signal with one of the first and second detection portions. 

5. (original) 

6. (currently amended) The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein the signal 
processor further comprises: 

a sw i tch which i s install e d ono of betw ee n th e l ight d e t e ction dev i ce, and tho first and 
s e cond d e toct i on portions, and at output t e rm i nals of tho first and socond d e toction portions; and 

a controller which controls the switch so as to have one of the first and second detection 
portions detect the tracking error signal. 

7. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 4, wherein the controller detects the 
tracking error signal in the three-beam method in response to the recording medium being the 
reproduction-only recording medium, and detects the tracking error signal in the improved push- 
pull method in response to the recording medium being the recording medium which can be 
recorded on at least once, according to the recording medium type signal detected by the optical 
recording/reproducing apparatus. 
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8. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the controller detects the 
tracking error signal in the three-beam method in response to the recording medium being a 
reproduction-only recording medium and the tracking error signal in the improved push-pull 
method in response to the recording medium being a recording medium which can be recorded 
on at least once, according to a recording medium type signal detected by the optical 
recording/reproducing apparatus. 

9. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 

the sub-light beams comprise first two sub-light beams and second two sub-light beams, 

and 

the light detection device comprises: 

a main photodetector which detects the main light beam; 

first sub-photodetectors which receive corresponding ones of the first two sub- 
light beams, wherein the first two sub-light beams are closer to the main light beam than the 
second two sub-light beams; and 

second sub-photodetectors which receive corresponding ones of the second two 

sub-light beams. 

10. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein 

the sub-light beams comprise first two sub-light beams and second two sub-light beams, 

and 

the light detection device comprises: 

a main photodetector which detects the main light beam; 

first sub-photodetectors which receive corresponding ones of the first two sub- 
light beams, wherein the first two sub-light beams are closer to the main light beam than the 
second two sub-light beams; and 

second sub-photodetectors which receive corresponding ones of the second two 

sub-light beams. 

11. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein the light detection device 
comprises: 

a main photodetector which detects the main light beam; 

first sub-photodetectors which receive corresponding ones of the first two sub-light 
beams; and 
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second sub-photodetectors which receive corresponding ones of the second two sub- 
light beams. 

12. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein the light detection device 
comprises: 

a main photodetector which detects the main light beam; 

first sub-photodetectors which receive corresponding ones of the first two sub-light 
beams; and 

second sub-photodetectors which receive corresponding ones of the second two sub- 
light beams. 

13. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 9, wherein 
the main photodetector comprises of a plurality of sections, and 

each of the second sub-photodetectors comprises of one of two sections and four 
sections. 

14. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 9, further comprising a light 
detection device circuit including: 

a current-to-voltage converting unit which converts each of current signals output from 
the main photodetector and the first and second sub-photodetectors into a corresponding one of 
voltage signals, and outputs each of the converted voltage signals as a corresponding one of the 
detection signals; and 

a switch which selectively outputs each of the detection signals from a corresponding 
one of the first and second sub-photodetectors. 

15. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 14, wherein the signal processor 
detects the tracking error signal selectively in one of the improved push-pull method and the 
three-beam method, and outputs the detected tracking error signal, by controlling the switch 
according to a recording medium type signal of the optical recording/reproducing apparatus. 

1 6. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , further comprising a light 
detection device circuit including a current-to-voltage converting unit which converts each of 
current signals output from the light detection device into a corresponding one of voltage signals 
and outputs each of the converted voltage signals as a corresponding one of the detection 
signals. 
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17. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, further comprising a light 
detection device circuit including a current-to-voltage converting unit which converts each of 
current signals output from the light detection device into a corresponding one of voltage signals 
and outputs each of the converted voltage signals as a corresponding one of the detection 
signals. 

18. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 3, further comprising a light 
detection device circuit including a current-to-voltage converting unit which converts each of 
current signals output from the light detection device into a corresponding one of voltage signals 
and outputs each of the converted voltage signals as a corresponding one of the main, first and 
second detection signals. 

19. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 4, further comprising a light 
detection device circuit including a current-to-voltage converting unit which converts each of 
current signals output from the light detection device into a corresponding one of voltage signals 
and outputs each of the converted voltage signals as a corresponding one of the main, first and 
second detection signals. 

20. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, further comprising a light 
detection device circuit including a current-to-voltage converting unit which converts each of 
current signals output from the light detection device into a corresponding one of voltage signals 
and outputs each of the converted voltage signals as a corresponding one of the main, first and 
second detection signals. 

21 . (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, further comprising a light 
detection device circuit including a current-to-voltage converting unit which converts each of 
current signals output from the light detection device into a corresponding one of voltage signals 
and outputs each of the converted voltage signals as a corresponding one of the main, first and 
second detection signals. 

22. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the optical splitting device 
comprises a diffracting device which diffracts the light emitted from the first light source into 0 th 
order, ±1 st order, and ±2 nd order diffracted light beams. 
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23. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein the optical splitting device 
comprises a diffracting device which diffracts the light emitted from the first light source into 0 th 
order, ±1 st order, and ±2 nd order diffracted light beams. 

24. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein the optical splitting device 
comprises a diffracting device which diffracts the light emitted from the first light source into 0 th 
order, ±1 st order, and ±2 nd order diffracted light beams. 

25. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 4, wherein the optical splitting device 
comprises a diffracting device which diffracts the light emitted from the first light source into 0 th 
order, ±1 st order, and ±2 nd order diffracted light beams. 

26. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein the optical splitting device 
comprises a diffracting device which diffracts the light emitted from the first light source into 0 th 
order, ±1 st order, and ±2 nd order diffracted light beams. 

27. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the optical splitting device 
comprises a diffracting device which diffracts the light emitted from the first light source into 0 th 
order, ±1 st order, and ±2 nd order diffracted light beams. 

28. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 22, wherein the diffracting device 
performs diffraction so as to have a diffraction ratio between the 0 th order, the ±1 st order, and the 
±2 nd order diffracted light beams that is substantially 8-16:0.3-2.3:0.3-2.3, and a total diffraction 
efficiency of the 0 th order, the ±1 st order, and the ±2 nd order diffracted light beams with respect to 
an incident light beam that is at least 70%. 

29. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the sub-light beams 
comprises first two sub-light beams which are closest to the main light beam and have a phase 
difference of about 180° with respect to each other. 

30. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein the sub-light beams 
comprises first two sub-light beams which are closest to the main light beam and have a phase 
difference of about 180° with respect to each other. 

31 . (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein the first two sub-light 

beams and have a phase difference of about 180° with respect to each other. 
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32. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 4, wherein the first two sub-light 
beams and have a phase difference of about 180° with respect to each other. 

33. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein the first two sub-light 
beams and have a phase difference of about 180° with respect to each other. 

34. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the first two sub-light 
beams and have a phase difference of about 180° with respect to each other. 

35-49. (cancelled) 

50. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein the optical pickup further 
comprises: 

a first optical path changing device which changes a proceeding path of an incident light; 

and 

an objective lens which condenses the main light beam and the sub-light beams split by 
the optical splitting device, and focuses the condensed main and sub-light beams on the 
recording medium. 

51 . (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein the optical pickup further 
comprises: 

a first optical path changing device which changes a proceeding path of an incident light; 

and 

an objective lens which condenses the main light beam and the sub-light beams split by 
the optical splitting device, and focuses the condensed main and sub-light beams on the 
recording medium. 

52. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein the optical pickup further 
comprises: 

a first optical path changing device which changes a proceeding path of an incident light; 

and 

an objective lens which condenses the main and sub-light beams split by the optical 
splitting device, and focuses the condensed main and sub-light beams on the recording medium. 



8 



Serial No. 10/073,061 

53. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 4, wherein the optical pickup further 
comprises: 

a first optical path changing device which changes a proceeding path of an incident light; 

and 

an objective lens which condenses the main and sub-light beams split by the optical 
splitting device, and focuses the condensed main and sub-light beams on the recording medium. 

54. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 5, wherein the optical pickup further 
comprises: 

a first optical path changing device which changes a proceeding path of an incident light; 

and 

an objective lens which condenses the main and sub-light beams split by the optical 
splitting device, and focuses the condensed main and sub-light beams on the recording medium. 

55. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 6, wherein the optical pickup further 
comprises: 

a first optical path changing device which changes a proceeding path of an incident light; 

and 

an objective lens which condenses the main and sub-light beams split by the optical 
splitting device, and focuses the condensed main and sub-light beams on the recording medium. 

56-59. (cancelled) 

60. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 50, wherein the optical pickup 
further comprises an adjustment lens which adjusts astigmatism of light reflected by the 
recording medium. 

61 . (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 60, wherein the sub-light beams 
comprises first two sub-light beams and second two sub-light beams, and 

the light detection device comprises: 

a main photodetector which detects the main light beam; 

first photodetectors which receive corresponding ones of the first two sub-light 
beams, wherein the first two sub-light beams are closer to the main light beams than the second 
two sub-light beams; and 

second photodetectors which receive corresponding ones of the second two sub- 
light beams, wherein each of the second sub-photodetectors of the optical pickup comprises of 
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four sections so as to detect a focus error signal in an improved astigmatism method, wherein 
the improved astigmatism (d-FES) is determined according to: 

d-FES=((A+C)-(B+D))-k'({(E1 +F1 )+(E3+F3)}-{(E2+F2)+(E4+F4)}) 
where A, B, C and D are main detection signals from the main photodetector, E1, 
E2, E3, E4, F1, F2, F3 and F4 are second detection signals from the second photodetectors, 
and k' is a gain applied to the second detection signals. 

62. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 50, wherein the optical pickup 
further comprises: 

a second light source which emits light having a wavelength different from that of the light 
from the first light source; and 

a second optical path changing device which irradiates the light emitted from the second 
light source toward the recording medium, so as to compatibly adopt to recording media having 
different formats . 

63. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 62, further comprising a first 
collimating lens which collimates the light emitted from the first and second light sources. 

64. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 63, further comprising a second 
collimating lens which is situated between the first light source and the first collimating lens. 

65. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 62, wherein one of the first and 
second light sources emits light having a wavelength appropriate for recording/reproducing 
information with respect to a CD-family recording medium and the other light source emits light 
having a wavelength appropriate for recording/reproducing information with respect to a DVD- 
family recording medium. 

66. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the optical pickup further 
comprises a second light source which emits light having a wavelength different from that of the 
light emitted from the first light source, wherein the light emitted from the second light source 
land on the recording medium, so as to compatibly adopt to recording media having different 
formats. 

67. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein the optical pickup further 
comprises a second light source which emits light having a wavelength different from that of the 
light emitted from the first light source, wherein the light emitted from the second light source 
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land on the recording medium, so as to compatibly adopt to recording media having different 
formats. 

68. (currently amended) A method of detecting a tracking error signal in an optical 
recording/reproducing apparatus, the method comprising: 

splitting light emitted from a light source into a source main light beam and at least four 
source sub-light beams which are symmetrical with respect to the main light beam; 

irradiating the source split light beams on a recording medium; 

detecting a reflected main light beam and reflected sub-light beams reflected by the 
recording medium; and 

dotoct i ng tho tracking orror cigna l by using dotoction s i gna l s of tho rofloct o d ma i n l i ght 
beam and/or tho r e fl e cted sub li ght b e ams in a thr e e - boam method and on e of a push pull 
method and an i mproved push - pull method, and otherwise i n ono of tho throo boom method, the 
pnrh pul l m n thnrl nnd thn i mproved push pul l m e thod detectinq a first tracking e rror signal in a 
three-beam method and a second tracking error signal in one of a pu sh-pull method and an 
improved push-pull method, 

wherein the sub-light beams which are symmetrical with respect to the main light beam 
comprise first two sub-light beams and second two sub-light beams, the first two sub-light beams 
being closer to the main light beam than the second two sub-light beams, 

wherein the detecting of the first and second tracking error signals is effected bv a signal 
processor comprising: 

a first detection portion which detects the tracking error signal in the improved 
push-pull method from second detection signals of the second two sub-light beams and main 
detection signals of the main light beam; and 

a second detection portion which detects the tracking error signal in the three- 
beam method from first detection signals of the first two sub-light beams, and 

wherein, in the detecting a main light beam and reflected sub-light beams, first and 
second detection signals are selectively output to the first and secon d detecting portions, 
respectively . 

69. (original) The method as claimed in claim 68, wherein the detecting of the 
tracking error signal comprises: 

selecting a tracking servo-control method including one or a combination of the three- 
beam method, the push-pull method and the improved push-pull method according to a 
recording medium type signal detected by the optical recording/reproducing apparatus; and 
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detecting the tracking error signal according to the selected tracking servo-control 
method. 

70. (original) The method as claimed in claim 68, wherein, the detecting of the 
tracking error signal comprises: 

using a recording medium type signal detected by the optical recording/reproducing 
apparatus; and 

detecting the tracking error signal in the three-beam method in response to the recording 
medium being a reproduction-only recording medium, and detecting the tracking error signal in 
one of the push-pull method and the improved push-pull method in response to the recording 
medium being a recording medium which can be recorded on at least once. 

71 . (original) The method as claimed in claim 69, wherein, the detecting of the 
tracking error signal comprises: 

using the recording medium type signal detected by the optical 

recording/reproducing apparatus; and 

detecting the tracking error signal in the three-beam method in response to the recording 
medium being a reproduction-only recording medium, and detecting the tracking error signal in 
one of the push-pull method and the improved push-pull method in response to the recording 
medium being a recording medium which can be recorded on at least once. 

72. (currently amended) An optical recording/reproducing apparatus comprising: 
an optical pickup including 

an optical splitting device which splits light emitted from a first light source into a 
sourc e main light beam and at least four sewce-sub-light beams which are symmetrical with 
respect to the main light beam, and irradiates the split source main and source sub-light beams, 
and 

a light detection device which receives reflected main and reflected sub-light 
beams reflected from a recording medium, and outputs detection signals corresponding to the 
received reflected main and reflected sub-light beams; and 

a signal processor which receives the detection signals and detects track i ng orror 
siafiats a first tracking error signal in a three-beam method and a second tracking error signal in 
one of a push-pull method and an improved push-pull method, and othorwioo dotects the 
track i ng e rror s i gna l by co lo otivo l y using tho d e t e ct i on s i gna l s corrosponding to on e of th e thr ee- 
boam method, th e puch pull method and th e i mproved push - pu ll m e thod according to a 
r e c o rd i ng m(yti || m type signal se as to rea l iz e an optimn l tracking oorvo contro l wherein the sub- 
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light beams which are symmetrical with respect to the main light beam comprise first two sub- 
liaht beams and second two sub-light beams, the first two sub-light beams being closer to the 
main light beam than the second two sub-light beams, 

wherein the signal processor comprises: 

a first detection portion which detects the tracking error signal in the improved 
push-pull method from second detection signals of the second two sub-light beams and main 
detection signals of the main light beam; and 

a second detection portion which detects the tracking error signal in the three- 
beam method from first detection signals of the first two sub-light beams, and 

wherein the light detecting device includes a switch selectively outputtino the first and 
second detection signals to the first and second detecting portions, respectively . 

73. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 72, wherein the signal processor 
detects the tracking error signal in the three-beam method in response to the recording medium 
which comprises a reproduction-only recording medium, and in one of the push-pull method and 
the improved push-pull method in response to the recording medium which comprises a 
recordable recording medium, according to the recording medium type signal detected by the 
optical recording/reproducing apparatus. 

74. (original) The apparatus as claimed in claim 73, wherein the optical pickup 
further comprises a second light source which emits a second light having a wavelength different 
from that of the light from the first light source, wherein the second light is irradiated on the 
recording medium so as allow the optical recording/reproducing apparatus to compatibly adopt 
to recording media having different formats. 

75. (cancelled) 

76. (cancelled) 
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